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In an overpopulated world seeking living room in the jungles, the International Ecological

Organization was systematically exterminating the voracious insects that made these areas

uninhabitable. Using deadly foamal bombs and newly developed vibration weapons, men like Joao

Martinho and his coworkers fought to clear the green hell of the Mato Grosso. But somehow those

areas that had been completely cleared were becoming reinfested, despite the impenetrable

vibration barriers. And tales were coming out of the jungles-tales of insects mutated to incredible

sizes, of creatures who seemed to be men but whose eyes gleamed with the chitinous sheen of

insects...
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Some time in the future, people are trying to make the Earth more habitable by destroying all of the

world's insects and replacing them with genetically engineered ones that are more favorable to

human populations. As the insects are faced with extinction, mutations appear that are better able to

combat the new threat. Things get pretty strange, but this is by no means a bad thing.Oh no! A

*CHIGGER* has appeared inside of the insect-free zone! By the way, the chigger is half a meter

long and spits acid. Yes, I realize that that is technically impossible. Don't worry: technicalities like

that are taken care of.Anyway, it gets better. The insects have also managed to copy the human

idea of INTELLIGENCE--hence the title of the book.The introduction and exploration of these ideas

are done admirably during the first half of the novel. Then, around the half-way point, the whole tone



and direction of the story changes. And this is when it gets REALLY good. The final chapters are

composed of pages and pages of description. Sound boring, does it? Not in the least. This is the

best description I have ever read in my life. The mood is perhaps described best as

"Poe-esque"--subtle psychological descriptions that pull you right into the story, make you really

understand how the characters feel. It takes you right along with the characters, providing real

empathy, fear, love, anger and understanding all the way. Of course, it's more than JUST

description. The Master brings so much into the writing in ways that only he can do. There's just no

way to describe it--like everything Frank Herbert, you need to read it for yourself to know what it's

like. I didn't really like the very last chapter, but I suppose nine out of ten ain't too bad.
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